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BALKAN ARH INVEST

Third Balkan Architectural Biennale widened its scope in regards to program due to main
mission to influence qualitative improvements in architecture, urbanism and design in the
region making connections with global trends. The main novelty is a segment that is named
BALKANARH invest that was held as a pilot project which was recognized by South East
European Belgrade Building Expo - SEEBBE as a crucial event in bounding all actors in
building, planning, designing the territory. At the Biennale City Architect in Chief mr Milutin
Foli¢, presented developmental projects for City of Belgrade, to auditorium after which a
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discussion followed with representatives from Serbian Chamber of Commerce, Ministry of
Construction, Transport and Infrastructure, South East European Belgrade Building Expo -
SEEBBE, etc. This pilot outcomed in a form of agreement on organizing this event again as a
part of SEEBBE, in april 2018. when the round tables on making partnerships among actors
will also happen.

ACCOMPANYING EVENTS

Aside from previously described main events Third Balkan Architectural Biennale organized
six side events that reflected architectural trends in avant-garde, students’ thinking, design,
and history of architecture in Balkan aiming to bring together different aspects of
architecture, urbanism and design.

The first accompanying exhibition named “GREEK DESIGNERS WEEK: Discover the concept
story behind the creation” was curated by Filiana Stefanakaki, architect and Dimitra
Stefanakaki, landscape architect

THE GREEK DESIGNERS ® is the curated online platform to showcase globally the trends of
contemporary Greek design, inspired by Greek history, culture and tradition. The mission is
to make Greek identity widely known through timeless design products. Infinite Greek
history, culture and tradition outline the story behind the contemporary creation and
transform it into an Eternal Apparel with strong iDentity.

Quality and high aesthetics of minimal, geometric, ethereal create an integrated experience
for the customer not just to purchase, but to invest on an eternal apparel with a unique
concept story. Launched in 2016 by Filiana Stefanakaki, architect and Dimitra Stefanakaki,
landscape architect, THE GREEK DESIGNERS ® sparkled from the idea to interpret Greek
timelessness into a synchronous design notion.

‘A creation, from architecture to product and fashion design, remains timeless as it comes
up with a strong design concept and definitely Greece with a history of 3500 years is the
leading storyteller on this’
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The second accompanying event nhamed “Guest stars” was curated by Tatjana Mrdjenovic,
Marina DJurdjevic

“Guest stars” is a side event of Balkan Architectural Biennale which emphasizes architects
who did marvelous works in research and practice, enlightenments’ thinkers who brought
light in the field, opening new ways of re-thinking backbone of architecture in all it’s
aspects: history, aesthetic, form, philosophy, spiritualism, etc. This year we were honored to
host respected experts in the field:

BIRO.VIA — Vojvodi¢ Ivanovi¢ Architects, who delivered lecture on their work at Faculty of
Diplomacy and Security

prof. dr Vladimir Mako, University of Belgrade — Faculty of Architecture, who delivered
lecture on “AESTETIC IDEAS ON CONTEMPROARY CITY”; at Faculty of Diplomacy and
Security

dr Zorana Dordevic, Research Assistant, who delivered lecture on “RESEARCHING SOUND
IN SACRAL ARCHITECTURE OF BALKANS”, at Museum of Science and Technology — Belgrade

dr Igor Mari¢, Scientific Adviser, Institute of Architecture and Urban and Spatial Planning of
Serbia who delivered lecture on “REGIONALISM IN CONTEMPORARY SERBIAN
ARCHITECTURE” at Museum of Science and Technology — Belgrade

The third accompanying exhibition named “OUTSIDE” was curated by Mila Mojilovi¢, MArh.

OUTSIDE: is a regional architectural platform that focuses on new and experimental approaches to
architecture. “OUTSIDE: A Second Look at competition Projects” was the first OUTSIDE’s exhibition
held within the Balkan Architectural Biennale manifestation. This year’s exhibition, “OUTSIDE: Self
Initiated Projects” was held for the second time within the Balkan Architectural Biennale, at the
Stab Gallery, on 22™ of December.

The focus of this year’s exhibition was on self-initiated projects that offer unique, research
and utopian proposals, which have developed a different position in relation to existing
architectural practices and possess outstanding quality and innovative approaches. The
exhibition is conceived in three categories (1) Spatial concepts — vacancies without call (2)
Digital research — experiment through digital media (3) Small intentions — implemented
projects.

OUTSIDE: Self initiated Projects is aiming to uncover architecture that seeks for new,
different ways of practicing the issues of content regarding space and society. Within
contemporary conditions, initiating an architectural project without any predefined
assignment whatsoever implies thinking and conceiving architecture as an opportunity to
envisage and design spaces, structures and relations from a critical point of view, while at
the same time seeking for the newness, which is immanent to architectural practice. The
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aim of the publication and exhibition is to show a part of this production, and to offer a
common ground for this rather unconventional practice of architecture.

We see this platform as a chance to promote and expose new practices in and approaches
to architectural design. Through publication and exhibition, OUTSIDE: Self Initiated projects
was working to create a new window for regional thoughts in architecture and design that
look at difference as an approach for the present day challenges of the domain.
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The fourth accompanying exhibition named “EMILIJAN JOSIMOVIC — 150 YEARS OF THE
FIRST URBANISTIC PLAN OF BELGRADE WITHIN THE TRENCH” was curated by Ranka Gajic
and Kristina Bunda

“Through urbanity, to integrate integrity” — the motto of the exhibition, which is being held
in the Museum of Science and Technology under the auspices of the Balkan Architectural
Bienniale on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of Belgrade’s first urban plan. The
exhibition contains two segments:

1 // presentation of the key ideas of the concept of the first Serbian urbanist Emilijan
Josimovié for the transformation of part of Belgrade “in the trunk”, until then in the form of
sacks and mahals (historical center — today: Kosancicev venac, Doréol and Kalemegdan)

2 // overview of selected reconstructed facades of buildings in the Kosanci¢ev Venec zone
(realized in 2016-2017)
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The fifth accompanying exhibition named “BALKAN ARCHITECTURE PRESERVED IN THE
COLLECTIONS OF THE MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY” was curated by Snezana
ToSeva, PhD

The Balkan architecture was often a subject of study, inspiration and lasting preoccupation
of many architects in our area. Carrying a deep respect and love for the architectural
heritage, as best illustrated by their work, some Serbian architects discovered the beauty of
the rapidly disappearing Balkan architecture, and forever save it from forgetting. Starting
from the fact that there are different types of protection and different levels of keeping
memory on the architectural tradition, we wanted to point out this exhibition to architects
who managed to preserve its value in different ways.
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The sixth accompanying event — students’ workshop named “Belgrade calling 4 SPACE -
Problems, Potentials, and Improvement of Urban Paths in Belgrade” was mentored by ass.
Jelena Marié

This workshop has been organized as a part of two elective academic courses with students
on the first and second year of master studies at the University of Belgrade-Faculty of
Architecture. In total, more than 50 students divided into 10 groups will present their work
in form of the poster and the presentation.

First elective course led by professor Rajko Korica and Teaching assistant Jelena Maric
called: Management of urban infrastructure is focused on identifying crucial paths in
Belgrade regarding their characteristics and means of transportation, followed by the
analysis of historical context, problems, potentials and elements from the selected paths,
with the final aim to develop a specific set of guidelines for improvement based on current
paradigms in urban and architectural design.

Second course led by professor Eva Vanista Lazarevic and Teaching assistant Jelena Maric is
called: Architecture in context and deals with the problems of combining different
architectural styles in the same space, as well as developing new structures in old urban city
areas. Students here developed a multi-criteria analysis for evaluating architecture in
context for different locations in Belgrade. Finally, the common goal is to develop a new and
improved Belgrade in accordance with the examples from the World.

ke dr Tatjana Mrdenovic,
BAB commissioner
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